A musher’s “rookie” or first year, at the Iditarod is important to complete, because there are qualifications that must be met even before you can compete. Those qualifiers include: two races within a two years time, one of which is at least 200 continuous miles and the other at least 300 continuous miles and a mandatory rookie meeting to attend (which means traveling to Alaska for a weekend in December) even before you can enter the race. If you do not complete the race for any reason, well, you are back to square one and must once again complete all of those qualifiers. But once you finish, you are grandfathered in and can enter the race any year that you wish.

